Elder Investiture Ceremony

Saturday, March 31, 2007

Some years ago, when you were formally pledged to Zeta Psi, you were told of the life-long association inherent in that pledge, and informed of the duties and obligations required of you, so that you might enjoy the rights and privileges of brotherhood.

The Alpha Phi spoke of how the body is not one member, but many. When one member suffers, all members suffer with it; and when one member is honoured, all the members rejoice in that honour. That analogy explains the relationship of the brothers, one to another, and the importance of remembering the impact, for good or ill, the one may have upon the many.

The Phi instructed you in truth – how the importance of learning, the inquiring spirit of man and the noble tradition of scholarship combine in the university to nurture the harmony of the life intellectual, the life spiritual and the life physical.

You were instructed in obedience – how willing and cheerful obedience to properly constituted authority is essential for the operation of the Chapter, and of the Fraternity.

You were instructed in loyalty, fellowship and co-operation – how you could do your part for Zeta Psi only by faithfully fulfilling your duties and obligations as you work together with your brothers for the common goals and objects of the Theta Xi Chapter.

And you swore an oath, as did these pledges here tonight, to respect the authority of the officers, obey the statutes and advance the welfare of the Theta Xi Chapter and the Grand Chapter of Zeta Psi.

We have no oath for you tonight, only a welcome to the next stage of your life as a brother in Zeta Psi. 

In the Constitution and By-laws of the Zeta Psi Fraternity of North America, we read the following: 

“Each undergraduate member of the Fraternity, upon termination of his status as a duly qualified undergraduate student, shall automatically become a member of the corresponding elder chapter subject to the duties and obligations and, if in good standing, be entitled to enjoy the rights and privileges of such membership….”

Here at Theta Xi, that membership is in the Zeta Psi Elders Association of Toronto.

The Zeta Psi Elders Association of Toronto was established in 1940 to provide some official structure and corporate organization to what was, for the most part, an informal group of generous and devoted brothers who wished to see the Theta Xi Chapter flourish.

The ownership of the Theta Xi Chapter House at 118 St. George Street and the good name of Zeta Psi in Toronto were placed in the hands of this new organization. Elder brothers of Theta Xi, of every chapter resident in Toronto, and those with an interest in the Theta Xi Chapter were invited to support the Association’s mandate to provide leadership and guidance to the Active Chapter and maintain Theta Xi’s paramount rank at the University of Toronto, and within Zeta Psi itself. 

Since 1940 – animated by principles of honour and brotherly love; respectful of tradition, but mindful of changing times - the members of the Zeta Psi Elders Association of Toronto have ensured that successive active chapters have had the support required for the full achievement of their potential.
Annually at Commemoration, the Elders Association convenes for its Annual Meeting. Members in good standing are entitled to vote on the election of the executive officers – styled the Elders Supreme Council – and on other issues pertinent to the operation of the Association and the Active Chapter.

Members in good standing have completed those obligations to the Active Chapter which may remain as yet unfulfilled before they graduate.

Members in good standing owe obedience to the Elder Phi and the Elders Supreme Council, which has been elected to act on their behalf to care for the assets of the Elders Association and guide the Active Chapter

Members in good standing know that Elder Dues are the lifeblood of the Elders Association and make possible our continued stewardship of this Chapter and the Chapter House. Without the same devotion and co-operation that we elders exhibited as active brothers, our place in Zeta Psi and in the University of Toronto’s fraternity world would be impossible to maintain. 
Consequently, members in good standing respond as generously as they are able to further our common purpose by the payment of dues, and the contribution of other financial support from time to time.

And in return, members in good standing are entitled to participate in the fraternal, social and philanthropic activities organized by the Active Chapter, the Elder Association and the Grand Chapter of Zeta Psi.
We share with our brothers – active and elder - a commitment that the torch be passed on so that the environment which has fostered excellence in the past will continue to be provided for the generations to come.

By asking you all those years ago to join them in their fraternity the brothers of Theta Xi placed their faith – their trust – in you. They trusted that you would commit some time, some effort, some intellect and some treasure to Zeta Psi in the same way that generations of Zetes have done since the Theta Xi Chapter was founded in 1879.

You committed to Zeta Psi then. We ask you to recommit to Zeta Psi tonight as we welcome you to membership in the Zeta Psi Elders Association of Toronto.

In Tau Kappa Phi. May peace be with you, brothers.

